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COVID-19 Infection Prevention
and Control in Schools
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Healthcare Associated Infection/ 

Antibiotic Resistance Program
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Schools can be instrumental in 
keeping their communities healthy



Apply effective infection prevention practices in school 

settings:

ÅMaintain safe and clean environment conducive to learning

ÅEffectively prevent COVID -19 spread in the classroom

Å Initiate cooperation and collaboration with students, teachers 

and other school staff to prevent infection 

ÅReport any positive cases of COVID -19 and/or exposures to 

your school point of contact (POC)

Learning objectives
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ÅUtah situation: 

https://coronavirus.utah.gov/case -

counts/

ÅU.S. situation: 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019

-ncov/cases -updates/cases -in-us.html

ÅGlobal information: 

https://covid19.who.int/

COVID-19 Situation updates

https://coronavirus.utah.gov/case-counts/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html
https://covid19.who.int/
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COVID-19 Disease overview
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What is COVID-19?

ÅCOVID -19 is caused by a coronavirus called SARS -

CoV -2

ÅCoronaviruses are a large family of viruses 

common in people and many different species of 

animals, including camels, cattle, cats, and bats

ÅRarely, animal coronaviruses can infect people 

and then spread between people
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How is COVID-19 spread?

ÅDroplet transmission

ÅContact with contaminated surfaces
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Symptoms of COVID-19

ÅFever or temperature 100.4 °F (38°C) or higher 

ÅNew cough

ÅShortness of breath

ÅDecrease in sense of smell or taste

ÅSore throat

ÅMuscle aches and pains
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Human reservoirs
ÅPre-symptomatic

o a person has COVID -19, but has not developed 

symptoms yet 

ÅAsymptomatic

o a person has COVID -19, but does not have any 

symptoms and likely wonõt develop symptoms

ÅSymptomatic

o a person has COVID -19 and has one or more symptoms
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Å80% of all individuals infected with 

COVID -19 will have NO signs or 

symptoms

Å10 % will have mild signs of symptoms

Å10% will become severely ill and may 

need hospitalization and put on to a 

ventilator or even experience death

Good to know



How will your school help others cooperate

with infection prevention strategies to avoid   

COVID -19 transmission and outbreaks?
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ÅCommunicate

ÅEducate

ÅMonitor compliance
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Maximize cooperation
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How does your school prevent infections when 

people are in close contact with each other?



Å Consider using the Hierarchy of Controls ĭ

things you can do to lower the risk to 

students and employees

Å Examples: ventilation and how you set up 

the spaces in your school and workspaces, 

policies for your school and workplace, 

and PPE

Å Find where and how people in your school 

might be exposed to COVID -19
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Prepare your school

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/hierarchy/default.html


Ṋ clean

Ṋcontain

Ṋcooperate

Break the chain

of infection
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Frequently touched surfaces

Å Door knobs

Å Desks

Å Cabinet handles

ÅWork stations

Å Restrooms

Å Buses

Equipment

Å Lifts

ÅWheelchairs

ÅMats

Å Slings

Routinely clean and disinfect
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Cleaning and disinfecting after a 
positive case of COVID-19

ÅWait 24 hours before you clean and disinfect 

ÅIf you canõt wait 24 hours, wait as long as possible

ÅOpen outside doors and windows to increase air 

circulation in these areas during this waiting period



Use personal protective equipment 

(PPE)
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One wipe - one application
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EPA approved disinfectants

https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/disinfecta
nt -use-and -coronavirus -covid -19

https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/disinfectant-use-and-coronavirus-covid-19










https://drive.google.com/file/d/1avCe0LRtoYoYPy1GGiP2eACjA211Maff/view?usp=sharing
























https://coronavirus.utah.gov/education/school-manual/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html


https://www.schools.utah.gov/coronavirus

